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2008 Platform
Agriculture & Forestry, plus 
related planks from other sections
Agriculture and Forestry are industries of vital 
importance to Whatcom County.  We recognize the 
role of farmers and foresters as stewards of the land 
and support programs that ensure the sustainable 
production of high-quality foods, the preservation of 
family farms and agricultural lands, the protection of 
our forests and promotion of environmentally sound 
& sustainable harvesting methods, and the 
enhancement of rural communities.  
We Call For:
• Assuring that the Whatcom County Comprehensive 

Plan is consistent with provisions of the 
Washington State Growth Management Act; 

• Prohibiting subdivision of land in agriculture and 
forestry, since this ultimately leads to sprawl and 
lost viability of resource lands;

• Ensuring farmers’ rights to use their land for 
farming in perpetuity by protecting them from 
encroaching development and guaranteeing them 
water and electricity; 

• Expanding the Purchase and Transfer of 
Development Rights programs in Whatcom County 
as a means to protect farm and forest lands;

• Encouraging a sustainable small farm economy;
• Legalizing the growing of industrial hemp;
• Increasing state and federal labeling of origin, 

genetically modified food and cloned food;
• Oppose Superstore Wal-Mart in Whatcom County; 
• Opposing the use of Eminent Domain for the 

purpose of increasing government's revenue base; 
• Encouraging the use of owner-occupied accessory 

dwelling units in neighborhoods that have voted to 
allow them; 

See also Environment, Energy & Transportation section 
for planks that influence land use decision-making.

Agriculture, Forestry & Land Use 
VALUES
These should be enduring value statements, 
which taken together cover the range of 
issues in this section. State in positive terms.

2010 Agriculture, Forestry & 
Land Use 
           2-Year Policy Priorities
From each values statement, think of one 
short-term goal that is fairly tangible and 
concrete, with a preference for local needs.

Plan to attend the 2010 Democratic 
Grassroots Strategy Sessions, Saturday, 
March 6, 10 am – noon.  Locations to be 
announced at whatcomdemocrats.com .
Bring this worksheet with your ideas to 
the Strategy Sessions so you can 
discuss them with other Democrats.
More information at 647-7661.
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