
Holiday Party
Celebrate ’09 success

 & launch a successful 2010
Join us

Sunday, December 6,
5 - 9 PM

Melody Hall
4071 Home Rd, Bellingham

Ticket includes dinner,
beverage, program &
dancing. Other events:
Silent Auction and Dessert Dash

To donate auction items or desserts
call our office at 647-7661

Buy tickets on-line at
whatcomdemocrats.com

Remember to bring canned goods for
our food drive.

There is no membership
meeting in December

December 2009
Vol 5, Issue 12
info@whatcomdemocrats.com
www.whatcomdemocrats.com
360-647-7661

GRASSROOTS

The Newsletter of the
Whatcom County
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Endorsed Candidates and Ballot Measures
� if our position or candidate prevailed, and final percent of vote

Initiative 1033 ..................................... �  NO ................. Whatcom Co.  55.29%
Referendum 71 ................................... � APPROVE ....... Whatcom Co.  53.48%
Port of B’ham Comm Dist 1 ................      John Blethen .......................... 47.44%
Port of B’ham Comm Dist 2 ................ � Michael McAuley ................... 54.31%
County Council Dist 1 Pos A .............      Dan McShane ......................... 49.73%
County Council Dist 2 Pos A ............. � Ken Mann ............................... 51.99%
County Council Dist 3 Pos A ............. � Carl Weimer ............................ 50.76%
County Council At-Large ...................      Laurie Caskey-Schreiber ......... 46.23%
B’ham City Council Ward 2 ................ � Gene Knutson ........................... 100%
B’ham City Council Ward 4 ................ � Stan Snapp ............................... 100%
B’ham City Council Ward 6: ...............  � Michael Lilliquist ................... 56.56%

                                                                   Catherine Chambers .............. 43.44%
B’ham City Council At-Large ............. � Seth Fleetwood ....................... 77.00%
B’ham School District Pos. 5 .............. � Scott Stockburger ................... 60.58%
Whatcom Library Proposition 1 ......... � YES ......................................... 51.41%

By Laurie Caskey-Schreiber
Now that the dust has settled and

there’s time to engage in some reflection
it’s important to recognize the areas of suc-
cess and acknowledge areas of weakness
that need to be addressed.

I've given our county council races
considerable thought, and I think it's really
important to remember that the environmen-
tal issues still play strong in voter's minds.
The most effective hit piece was the attack
by my opponent on my record for protect-
ing farmland and Lake Whatcom. He
claimed the 40,000 loss of farmland acres
happened under my watch, as well as, Lake
Whatcom not improving in water quality.

Both of these were half-truths. The farm

Election 2009 is history, and we won
some really important races and issues, and
lost some real heartbreakers. Whatcom
County voted strongly with the state ma-
jority on both state-wide ballot measures,
approving Referendum 71 by 53.5%, and
defeating the Eyman anti-tax initiative,
1033, by over 55%. In rural Whatcom
County, voters even approved new taxes
to support the library system.

The races for the County Council and
Port of Bellingham were not so clear cut.
They were more like split decisions.  Two
of our endorsed candidates won - Ken
Mann and Carl Weimer - and two lost -
Dan McShane and Laurie Caskey-
Schreiber. This means there is no longer a
progressive majority on the county council.

The Party’s campaign organization
made great strides this year, building on
the technology and tools of the Obama
campaign. We ran our own homegrown
operation like pros, and even produced our
very first TV ad, which aired on cable. We
particularly want to acknowledge Cam-
paign Committee chair Adam Day, Jason
Heck, Lisa McShane, John McGarrity, and

office manager Rebekah Lee for their vi-
sion and drive to get the job done.

We hope everyone will extend their
thanks to the candidates who put their lives
on hold for this crazy campaigning stuff.
Hundreds of volunteers and contributors
round out our team of winners. Thanks to all!

Thoughts From Laurie

Campaign ‘09 – the Good and the Bad

Continued, page 3



  Whatcom Democrats Executive Board
email: add  @whatcomdemocrats.com

Chair Natalie McClendon 671-6851 demchair
Vice Chair Bill Newmon 733-5386 demvchair
Treasurer Peggy Borgens 384-0861 treas
Recording Secretary Michele Kammerer 398-2878 recsec
Corresponding Secretary Carole Jacobson 734-5019 corsec
State Commiteewoman Stephanie Kountouros 734-7340 statewoman
State Commiteeman Hue Beattie 671-5597 stateman
Affirmative Action (Vacant)
Campaign Adam Day (206) 914-2170
Candidates John J. McGarrity 738-9695
Communications (Vacant)
Finance Roni Beall 756-1405
Issues and Resolutions Tim Douglas 676-8530
Membership Steve Schuck 733-1063
Technology (Vacant)
WCD Women’s Clubs Catherine L. Chambers 647-3888
Young Democrats Andrew Lamb (425) 374-9686
40th LD Representative Bob Burr 671-8862
42nd LD Representative Steve Lydolph 384-5414
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The House passed HR 3962 on No-
vember 7, 2009. The Senate bill is still pend-
ing. With the Senate voting Nov. 21st to
begin debate, chances are strong that the
Senate will pass a bill similar to the House
version.

The House and Senate bills will then
be combined (reconciled), and the recon-
ciled bill will be voted on by both houses
of Congress. With majorities in both cham-
bers, the democrats will control this rec-
onciliation process. A reconciliation bill
isn’t subject to the Senate’s cloture rule.
That means that it only takes a 50% major-
ity to get the bill to final consideration and
passage in both the House and Senate.

While the current bills for national
health care reform legislation will benefit
many U.S. residents there are still key prob-
lems left unresolved.  Some provisions are
effective immediately, but others will not
take effect until 2013 and some will not be
entirely phased in until 2019.  By most re-
ports the danger to our economy from ris-
ing health care costs is imminent. We need
stronger action sooner, but this is a start.

The Congressional Budget Office es-
timates that between 29 and 31 million of
uninsured Americans will gain health in-
surance. Insurance companies will no
longer be able to deny coverage for pre-
existing conditions and will not be able to
cancel policies except for fraud or non-
payment of premiums.

Affordability credits, to be paid directly

to insurance companies, will help subsi-
dize the cost of premiums and out-of-
pocket expenses (deductibles/co-pays) for
persons with income under 400% of the
Federal Poverty Level ($88,200 for a fam-
ily of 4 in 2009).  Affordability credits will
be based on a sliding scale tied to income
levels. Bankruptcies will be reduced as a
result.

Many Medicare recipients will pay
lower drug costs:  The donut hole, which
leaves some drug costs uncovered, will
be reduced $500 in 2010 and phased out in
2019.   Effective in 2010 ,brand name drug
prices will be lowered 50% for those in the
donut hole.

A national high risk pool, with avail-
able affordability credits, will be estab-
lished in 2010 to cover those with serious
medical conditions who have been denied
insurance or who have been uninsured for
six months.

Troubles Remain
Because the bills retain private health

insurance companies and establish only a
weak public option with premiums as high
as or higher than current private insurance
company premiums, and because they do
not provide full health care coverage to all
U.S. residents, the following problems will
remain:

1) Many U.S. residents will not receive
adequate coverage.  According to the

Women’s Club

Whatcom County Democratic
Women's Club Holiday Party will be on
Monday, December 14 at Anthony's
Hearthfire Restaurant at 11:30 a. m. Spe-
cial menu items will be served. Please bring
a white donkey gift for exchange and a
food bank or  any other bank donation.

42nd LD Dems

The 42nd's December membership
meeting will be a Holiday brunch, Satur-
day, Dec 12th from 10 am to noon.

Come enjoy a snack and conversation:
join in a discussion of the year that's end-
ing and help make plans for the year
ahead. We meet at the Machinists Hall,
2064 Vista Dr. Ferndale, WA.

Dear Members,

Your membership runs for 365 days.
The month before it lapses, we will notify
you. If you lose the notification, we will
remind you one month after the lapse. We
hope that you will continue to support our
important work, but if you prefer not to
receive reminders, please tell us so we
don't waste your time with useless mail.
Our yearly membership rates are $20 for
all individuals, half price for students and
seniors in need. As the recent election
showed, we badly need all the help we can
get, and greatly appreciate any additional
contribution. Thank you for supporting
the Whatcom County Democratic Party.
 – Steve Schuck, Membership Chair

Now that the election is passed, we
are entering the half-year period of reflec-
tion, re-grouping, planning and training,
in preparation for the 2010 elections. Ev-
ery election is practice for the next, so we
want to build on what we learned this year.

A major activity for this coming spring
will be holding informal precinct caucuses
to gather input from rank-and-file Demo-
crats in our communities on the values and
priorities of the Party. This process in-
volves all aspects of the party, and we need
to fill our Committee Chair positions so
we have the capacity to do it effectively.

Note the vacancies on the Board at the
right, and we anticipate vacancies in Cam-
paign and Issues & Resolutions. We are
looking for people who can commit to one
year at least. Please call Natalie at 671-6851
to discuss these opportunities.

Current Health Care Legislation –
An Overview of Improvements

Continued, page 3Caucus 2010 up next
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Thanks to the almost 250 volunteers
who we know helped in the 2009 campaign.
We know we’ve missed some people, plus
there are those who helped individual can-
didates’ campaigns directly. THANK YOU
ALL!

Nancy Adair, Sharon Alford, Donna Allen,
David Anderson, Tina Anderson, Judy Ander-
son, Frances Badgett, Patrick Baker, Fred Ban-
nister, Judy Barton, Kathryn Batchelor, Roni
Beall, Shelly Bernstein, Bruce Berry, Elizabeth
Berry, Barbara Bessire, Louise Bjornson, Wendy
Bohkle, Eleanor Bonner, Peggy Borgens, Marian
Boylan, Zetta Bracher, Marta Brand, Janet
Brandow, Robert Brandow, Elisabeth Britt, Ellen
Broad, Jeremy Brown, Marilyn Brown, Jerry
Brownfield, Zack Bruner, Rick Bullman, Kinsey
Burke, Nancy Burnett, Martha Burns, Bob Burr,
Jill Burton-Dascher.

Theresa Cannizzaro-Kingman, Dean Car-
penter, Joan Casey, Laurie Caskey-Schreiber,
David Caulfield, Sharon Censale, Catherine
Chambers, Oralie Chapman, Kirsti Charlton,
Kathy Chasteen, Tom Chisholm, Graciela
Cisneros, William Clark, Emma Conlee, Daniel
Connick, Laurel Cook, Jean  Danielson, Barbara
Davenport, Adam Day, Robin Dexter, Darshan
Dhillon, Emily Diaz, Carol Dixon, Jean Dodd,
Karen Dolphin , Kenneth Donley, Todd
Donovan, David Dopps, Tim Douglas, Rick
Dubrow, Charley Dyer.

Carol Eckloff, David Evenson, Art Feldra ,
Lynne Findley, Michelle Fisher, Mark Flanders,
Hugh Fleetwood, Julie Fleetwood, Seth Fleetwood,
John Flynn, Sheri Folsom, Dianne Foster,
Cynthia Friedman, Lorren Garlichs, Susan Gelher,
Kim Glore, Summer Graef, Judith Green, Eliza-
beth Gross.

Ginny Hadd, Martha Hammer, Marta Hand,
Kathryn Hanowell, Christine Hansen, Sheila
Hardy, John Harriman, Catherine Harris, Cleve-
land Harris, Emily Harris, Cathy Harris, Vale
Hartley, Ronald Hewitt, Hilary Higgins, Julie
Hirsch, Eric Hirst, Cheryl Hockett-Prelle,
Lorene Hofstrand, Loretta Hogg, Kathy
Hopkins, Rosemary Hostetler, Crina Hoyer,
Katie Humes, Earl Hutchins.

Abe Jacobson, Carole Jacobson, Duane Jager,
Andy Jennings, Erika Jett, Stephen Johnson,
Rogan Jones, Friedrich Juhle, Johanna Kaas,
Marjorie Katz, Parviz Kazemzadeh, Elizabeth
Kilanowski, Ronalee Kincaid, Patrick Kirby,
Don Knutzen, Stephanie Kountouros, Tamalyn
Kralman, Tim Kredit, Milton Krieger, Linda
Kukes, Shawn Landdon, Kimber Langton, David
Laws, SueEllen Lawton, Rebekah Lee, John
Lesow, Jaylia Lewis, Rosalee Lewis, Sean Lewis,
Kristina Lewis, Lorene Lewis, Alexander
Lindner, Carol Lomas, Diane Lookman, Colin
Lowin, Steve Lydolph.

Patricia Mahboobzadeh, Charles
Maliszewski, Ken Mann, Gwen Mann , Bob
Marshall, Jean Martheleur, Angel Martinez, Ri-
chard May, Mike McAuley, Betty McClendon,
Natalie McClendon, Gretchen McFarland, John

We don’t
do it aloneContinued from page 1

land loss was due to our county's huge
problem of having farmland zoned for de-
velopment; that's why I worked so hard to
develop our Purchase of Development
Rights program, which has protected ap-
proximately 1,000 acres of farmland. I per-
sonally, have never voted for any loss of
farmland.

Regarding Lake Whatcom, if we
stopped everything negative that was af-
fecting the lake today, it would still con-
tinue to deteriorate due to the continued
existence of phosphorous in the Lake.
While serving on the council, I was part
of a downzone effort that removed approxi-
mately 2,500 homes from the watershed,

Congressional Budget Office 4% to 6%,
approximately 12 to 18 million people, will
still not have health insurance.

2) Currently 31 cents of every health
care dollar is spent on administration due
to profits, overhead costs, and the bur-
den on health care providers by unique
filing requirements for reimbursement.
Many policy experts doubt that provisions
to lower costs will result in substantial
savings. (Compare to Medicare at  2-5%)

3) Except for those in the national high
risk pool, affordability credits will not be
available until 2013.  People will remain
uninsured for the next three years.

4) The high risk pool is underfunded -
$5 billion has been appropriated for the
high risk pool but it is estimated that $15
billion is needed.

5) Medical bankruptcies  will still exist
for those ineligible to benefit from
affordability credits.  Out-of-pocket costs
can be as high as $10,000 for a family, per
year—figures high enough to result in
bankruptcy, especially if paid over several
years ($10,000 times 5 years = $50,000 medi-
cal debt).

6) The Stupak Amendment bars any
federal funds to pay for abortion services
except for cases of incest, rape, or where
the mother’s life is endangered. This in-
cludes any affordability credits which
would be issued to private insurance com-
panies. Effectively, this requires low in-
come families to pay for abortion services
out-of- pocket.

we adopted new development standards,
seasonal land clearing restrictions, pur-
chased development rights to eliminate
500 additional homes from being built, and
actively pursued a halt to logging in this
vulnerable watershed, however in spite of
all of these worthy actions the lake is still
degrading. My point being that attack ads
can be very misleading and damaging.

Two candi-
dates won who
have strong envi-
ronmental records,
and two others
won portraying
themselves as car-
ing about farming,
and protecting wa-
ter quality. So I
don't think it's wise
to say we should focus less on one area
over another.

The county council job is almost 80%
related to land use issues, that affect al-
most everyone at some point in time. What
we could do better is work on educating
the community as to why our way is better
than what the conservatives propose.  A
cautious approach to expanding city
boundaries makes fiscal, aesthetic, qual-
ity of life, and environmental sense, and
we need to engage the public to make sure
that we aren't moving too far ahead
of them. What's at risk is huge...ending up
like Snohomish county, where their bud-
get deficits are huge, quality of life down
from long commutes and a high crime rate.

I'm not saying social issues aren't im-
portant, they are! I’ve championed the
mental health sales tax and believe our
criminal justice system must move toward
reforming people versus the punitive for-
mula. Both will save money in the long
run. Marketing this concept to the gen-
eral public is difficult. I think we are on the
right track, and to simplify the results to
questioning our issues is a bit like chas-
ing your tail. I believe our opponents han-
dlers have been working on building an
atmosphere of discontent for so long that
it was almost insurmountable to overcome.
That's where the work lies, undoing some
of the damage that they have done with
their misinformation campaign. I think it's
healthy to process where we've been and
to chart a course as we move forward.
Thank you all!

Health Care
continued from page 2

More volunteers on page 4

‘09 Voters Support Protecting Farmland,
Just Might Be Confused as to Who Can Deliver
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McGarrity, Lili McGovern, Dan McShane, Lisa
McShane, Arria Merrill, Connie Meyer, Meridith
Moench, Bert Monroe, Sati Mookherjee, Lisa
Moss, Judy Mullenix, Nicole Murray, Shirley
Murty, Cail Musick-Slater, Leslie Myers, Bill
Newmon, Nan Nielsen, Irma North.

Deborah Parham, Tim Paxton, Betsy
Pernotto, Sandra Peterson, Sheila Pfeiffer, Niel
Pfundt, Diane Pfundt, Pat Pierson, Carl
Pietrantonio, Dan Pike, Laura Pitts, John Poggi,
David Polen, Sandra Pratt, Laurie Province,
Charlie Pruitt, Julie Pruitt, Dan Raas, Myra
Ramos, Darrin Rankin, Bruce Reed, Rosalie Reed,
Karen Reich, Patricia Renaud, Alan Rhodes, Su-
san Rhodes, Barbara Rosenthal, Shane Roth, Bert
Rubash, Barbara Ryan.

Charles Salisbury, Joseph Sasnett, Aileen
Satushek, Marjorie Scarlett, Joyce Schiffler,
Laura Schoening, April Schoenmakers, Larry
Schoenmakers, Ben Scholtz, Steve Schuck, Lee
Seaman, Catherine Sheedy, Catherine Sheldon,
Jeffrey Slough, Nathan Smith, Mardi Solomon,
William Spaulding, Cynthia St. Clair, Nancy
Steele, John Stewart, Riley Sweeney.

Jillian Trinkaus, Audrey Tsui, Isabel
VanDerslice, Leah Vanderstoep, Gary Wade, Janis
Walworth, Linda Ward, Athena Waschke, Alyce
Werkema, Peg Wilke, Georgia Wilson, Kathie
Wilson, Ray Wilson, Roger Woods, Helen
Worley, Andrew Zvilna.

More and More
Volunteer Thank-yous
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